Turning Point

ADE AYOKO

DAY 1 - PETER’S TURNING POINT

SCRIPTURE ACTS 2:1–4
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were
sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
ACTS 1:8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
DEVOTIONAL
Take a moment and think back to your life; do you see a moment where you changed?
Maybe you experienced a key event that altered your perspective of the world or those
around you, maybe you had a revelation about the person you were and the person you
wanted to be. Can you identify the instance that shifted something inside you and made the
biggest diﬀerence in your life?
If we take a look at Jesus’ disciple, Peter, in the book of Acts, we will see the moment, the
turning point that completely altered Peter’s life. The Bible tells us that at about the time of
the crucifixion, Peter denied knowing Jesus. Not only did he deny Him, Peter did so three
times with conviction, desperation and aggression. Fast forward fifty-four days later, not
even two months since his denial of Jesus, Peter stood before thousands of people and
witnessed to them about Jesus’ life and death with such conviction that those 3,000 people
put their faith in Jesus, that He had died, been buried, and rose again. How did Peter
manage to completely flip the switch? He experienced a key event, a turning point in his life.
Peter had an encounter with the Holy Spirit. On the day of Pentecost, Peter was filled with
the fire of the Holy Spirit and with this, he was able to speak of Jesus and all He had done
with courage and boldness not even two months later. This just goes to show how pivotal a
moment with the Holy Spirit can be. And if we want to do more than simply know Jesus as
our Lord and Saviour, if we want to make a diﬀerence in our world, building and loving
others, we need an encounter with the Holy Spirit.
PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for sending the Holy Spirit to me so that I can know You more
intimately, but also so I can make a diﬀerence in the world and in the lives of those around
me. Help me to walk closely with the Holy Spirit and keep Your fire within me so I can be a
blessing and change the world around me.
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DAY 2 - WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT

SCRIPTURE
ACTS 2:1–4
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were
sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
1 CORINTHIANS 12: 11
All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just
as he determines.
ACTS 13:2
While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.
DEVOTIONAL
If we want to change the world for God and walk intimately with the Holy Spirit, we should
probably know who the Holy Spirit is first. According to the Bible, the Holy Spirit is the third
person of the Godhead; keyword: person. The Holy Spirit is not a thing, He is a being. He is
not a force that we wield, He is a figure; He is not a power, He is an individual that we
interact with; a divine person. A person is defined as someone who has intelligence,
emotion, and volition, meaning that they think for themselves, they have their own feelings,
and they are self-determining or have free will. And the Holy Spirit has all these.
The Holy Spirit is intelligent and thinks for himself (Romans 8:27). The Holy Spirit can be
grieved, He can be upset which means that He has emotions and feelings (Ephesians 4:30).
Finally, the Holy Spirit makes decisions as He wills (1 Corinthians 12:11).
Knowing that the Holy Spirit is a person, we need to interact and engage with him as such.
When was the last time you spent time with the Holy Spirit and communed with him?
PRAYER
Holy Spirit, I want to know you. Would you come and join me, here, in this moment? Thank
you for being a person who I can know and talk to. Thank you for all that you do in my life.
Help me to commune with you, hear you and know you more every day.
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DAY 3 - WHAT DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT DO?
SCRIPTURE
ACTS 2:1-4
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were
sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
JOHN 16:8
When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and
judgement.
JOHN 14:16 – 17
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you
forever – the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him because it neither sees him nor
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.
ACTS 1:8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
DEVOTIONAL
Now that we have established that the Holy Spirit is a divine person the next logical
question is, what does He do? The Bible teaches us that the Holy Spirit does three things:
He is with us, He is in us, and He is upon us. The Holy Spirit’s job is to come alongside a
non-believer and work with them to the point of salvation. The book of John tells us that He
does this by making them aware of their sin, their needs for right standing with God and the
reality of eternity. The only reason that we can have a relationship with Jesus is because the
Holy Spirit was working with us at the right moment. He came alongside us as we walked
through our day and life and began to make us aware of our sin, our need for right standing
with God and the reality of eternity.
The Holy Spirit is also working in us. Note the diﬀerence; working with us speaks to a joint
eﬀort to achieve something, whereas working in us says He is working to change us so that
we can live, love and lead like Jesus. Whenever we sense the whisper of the Holy Spirit to
stop a particular behaviour, to change our attitude or speak well of others, to forgive those
who hurt us, or simply not to lose our temper, that is the Holy Spirit working in us so that we
can be more like Jesus.
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DAY 3 - WHAT DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT DO?

And finally, the Holy Spirit comes upon us. What does this mean? Acts tells us that with the
Holy Spirit upon us we are filled with the power to be bold and courageous and witness to
others, to prophesy, to see healings, miracles, signs and wonders. This is when the Holy
Spirit and you work in perfect synchronisation to show oﬀ the glory of God.
The Holy Spirit wants to be involved in our lives, but the real question is are we allowing him
to do this work in our lives?
PRAYER
Holy Spirit, thank you for journeying with me through life and being with me in every way so
that my life and actions would glorify the Father.
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DAY 4 - ASK & RECEIVE

SCRIPTURE
ACTS 2:1-4
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were
sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
LUKE 11:13
If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!
MARK 11:24
Therefore, I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it
will be yours.
DEVOTIONAL
If we want the Holy Spirit to truly work with us, in us and come upon us, all we have to do is
ask and receive. Can you imagine if, as a child, you had gone to your parents asking for
something to eat and they handed you a rubber ball? Or if you asked for a blanket and they
gave you a rat? That wouldn’t happen because as parents, we know how to give good
things to our children.
The Bible tells us that if we who are evil know how to give good gifts to our children, how
much more will our heavenly Father give us the Holy Spirit. All we have to do is ask, but we
also need to receive. In Acts 2, on the day of Pentecost, the disciples simply received. They
were in a prayer meeting and suddenly, there was a mighty rushing wind and flames of fire
on their heads; they simply stood there and received everything that God had for them.
They were not fazed by the manifestations, by the ‘weirdness’, they simply stood there and
received everything the Holy Spirit had for them. If we want to encounter the Holy Spirit by
having him working with us, in us and coming upon us, all we have to do is ask and receive;
he won’t disappoint you.
PRAYER
Holy Spirit, if you haven’t already, I pray that you would work with me, in me, and come
upon me so that my life, actions and expressions would always glorify the Father.
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DAY 5 - YOUR TURNING POINT

SCRIPTURE
ACTS 2:1-4
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were
sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
EPHESIANS 5:18
Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.
DEVOTIONAL
Peter had an encounter with the Holy Spirit, just like most of us have at one time or other in
our life. It was this encounter, just one moment with the Holy Spirit, which changed the
course of his life and that of thousands of others around him. As a person with emotions,
intelligence and volition, who works with us, in us and comes upon us, who will come when
asked and gives unreservedly, any encounter with the Holy Spirit is sure to change your life
in a magnificent way.
Think back to five days ago when you recalled a pivotal moment in your life, one which
changed your life thereafter. Just like when Peter denied Jesus, there can be dozens of key
moments in our lives that alter our future and changes who we are. But also like Peter, a
moment, an encounter, with the Holy Spirit is what truly makes a diﬀerence and is a turning
point in our life’s trajectory.
If the Holy Spirit is a divine person; who is waiting to have an encounter with us, are you
ready to encounter him and receive the Holy Spirit? This could be your very own turning
point.
PRAYER
Holy Spirit, would you come right now? Would you come upon me with your love and fire? I
want to receive you and all that you have for me. Let this be my turning point towards a new
trajectory that has you in the centre and does you honour.
FINAL PRAYER:
Today, I decree and declare that I believe the Holy Spirit is a person and divine being; I
decree that he is with me, in me and comes upon me; I decree that you, Holy Spirit, are
welcome to be with, in and upon me every day of my life; I decree that today is a turning
point for me and my life, one which will bring God glory. All this I decree and declare in
Jesus’ name. Amen.
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